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Vehicle  Theft 
- — -  Prevention  Tips 

Lock  your  car  and  take  your  keys. 

When  you  park,  close  all  windows.  Lock  all  doors 
and  take  the  keys  with  you.  Car  theft  could  take  as 
little  as  30  seconds. 

Hide  valuables  &  packages  out  of  sight. 

The  contents  of  your  vehicle  can  be  as  attractive  to 
thieves  as  the  vehicle  itself.  Often  a  window  may  be 
smashed  to  steal  a  camera,  stereo  or  car  phone. 

Turn  wheels  toward  curb  and  apply 
emergency  brake. 

Parking  with  the  front  wheels  turned  toward  the  curb, 
in  addition  to  the  emergency  brake  being  applied 
makes  it  difficult  for  the  car  to  be  towed  away. 

Leave  your  car  in  gear  or  park. 

When  parking  a  front- wheel-drive  car,  ensure  it  is  in 
park  (first  or  reverse  if  it  is  a  standard  transmission) 
and  use  the  emergency  brake. 

Park  in  well-lighted  areas. 

A  car  thief  may  be  deterred  if  your  vehicle  is  located 
in  an  area  that  is  easy  to  spot. 

Always  take  your  wallet  or  purse  with  you. 

Thieves  could  learn  your  address  and  later  burglarize 
your  home  or  impersonate  you  as  well  as  attempt  to 
use  your  credit  cards. 

Etch  your  vehicle  identification 
number  (VIN). 

Consider  etching  your  VIN  into  all  car  windows,  T- 
tops  and  other  expensive,  removable  parts.  Etching 
kits  usually  cost  less  than  $40  each,  and  deters  thieves 
from  selling  the  stolen  parts. 


Drop  your  business  card  into  door 
panel. 

This  may  assist  police  in  identifying  a  stolen  vehicle  or 
stolen  parts. 

Install  and  activate  an  anti-theft 
device. 

This  may  include  devices  which  make  the  vehicle 
inoperable,  such  as  a  fuel  cutoff  or  ignition  kill  switch, 
or  devices  such  as  sensors  and  motion  detectors,  sirens 
and  paging  units,  steering  wheel  locks,  shields  that  cover 
the  ignition  switch  and  wheel  locks. 

Your  insurance  company  can  provide  information  on 
anti-theft  devices  which  may  qualify  for  a  discount  on 
the  comprehensive  coverage  of  your  policy. 


Safe  Driving 
- Tips 


►  Be  alert.  Check  under  your  car  as  you  approach  it  and 
always  check  the  back  seat  for  intruders  before  entering. 

►  Drive  with  your  windows  closed,  and  doors  locked  to 
prevent  carjacking. 


►  When  stopped  in  traffic,  leave  enough  space  between 
your  car  and  the  car  ahead  for  quick  departure. 

►  If  you  are  being  followed  in  a  car,  do  not  drive  home. 
Drive  to  a  police,  fire,  or  gas  station,  or  any  other  well- 
lighted  area.  Remember  your  hom  is  a  good  alarm. 


►  If  another  driver  bumps  your  vehicle,  do  not  stop.  Either 
drive  to  a  well-traveled  area  to  inspect  the  damage  or 
attempt  to  get  the  vehicles  license  plate  number  and 
report  it  immediately  to  the  police. 

►  If  your  vehicle  is  stolen  Report  it  Immediately  to  the 
police! 
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How  to  Avoid 
- Hot  Cars/Parts 

Purchasing  a  pre-owned  car  can  often  pose  serious  legal 
problems  to  unsuspecting  buyers,  in  addition  to  losing 
the  money  used  to  purchase  a  car,  you  could  also  be 
prosecuted  for  car  theft  if  you  knew  the  car  was  stolen. 
Remember,  not  all  stolen  cars  are  sold  for  parts:  there 
is  also  a  market  for  stolen  car  sales. 

Checklist: 
Don’t  Become 
- a  Victim 

Use  a  reputable,  licensed  dealer.  If  you  buy  from 
an  individual,  make  sure  you  keep  the  seller’s 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Check  the  public  vehicle  identification  number 
(VIN  tag)  for  any  tampering  or  alteration.  A  17- 
digit  VIN  is  located  on  a  metal  plate  on  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  dashboard  along  the  lower  portion  of 
the  windshield  (vehicle  model  years  prior  to  1981 
may  have  less  than  17  digits). 

Check  the  Federal  Certification  Sticker  on  the 
driver’s  door.  It  should  contain  the  same  VIN  found 
on  the  tag  on  the  dashboard. 

V'  Examine  the  seller’s  vehicle  title.  Make  sure  the 
VIN  on  the  title  corresponds  with  the  public  VIN. 
Look  for  a  branding  of  “rebuilt”  on  the  title  that 
would  indicate  the  vehicle  was  a  salvaged  vehicle. 

V'  Do  not  accept  replacement  keys.  Ask  for  at  least 
one  set  of  the  original  manufacturer’s  keys. 

S  Call  your  local  law  enforcement  for  vehicle 
identification  prior  to  purchasing  it  if  you  believe 
the  vehicle  is  questionable. 


The  Contemporary 
.  Face  of  Auto  Theft 


For  1996  the  top  ten  stolen  vehicles  in  Illinois  were: 


Chevy  Truck 
Ford  Truck 
Olds  Cutlass 
Chevy  Caprice 
GMC  Truck 
Chevy  Cavalier 
Dodge  Truck 
Buick  LeSabre 
Buick  Regal 
Olds  Delta 


In  Illinois  82%  of  all  stolen  vehicles  are  later 
recovered.  This  compares  favorable  to  a  national 
average  of  60%.  The  average  recovery  time  for  a 
stolen  vehicle  in  Illinois  is  15  days.  Assuming  an 
average  value  of  $5000  per  car,  the  total  losses 
for  all  stolen  cars  in  Illinois  during  1996  was 
$272,000,000.  Motor  vehicle  thieves  in  the  1 990's 
seem  to  prefer  popular  vehicles  with  long 
production  histories  and  a  high  demand  for  used 
parts.  Nationwide,  motor  vehicle  theft  peaks  in 
the  months  of  July  and  August.  Traditionally, 
February  is  the  lowest  month  for  motor  vehicle 
theft. 
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Illinois  State  Police 


The  Illinois  State  Police  utilize  specially  trained 
and  equipped  Vehicle  Investigation  Officers  and 
Auto  Theft  Task  Force  Agents  to  investigate  motor 
vehicle  thefts.  These  officers  work  closely  with 
local  police  departments  and  the  National 
Insurance  Crime  Bureau  to  recover  stolen 
vehicles,  arrest  auto  thieves,  detect  organized  theft 
operations,  and  investigate  fraudulent  insurance 
claims.  During  1995  their  combined  effort 


resulted  in  the  initiation  of  765  cases  with  152  arrests 
and  the  recovery  of  over  $2  million  in  stolen 
vehicles.* 


^Source:  ISP  1995  annual  report  produced  by  enforcement 


records  bureau. 


Beat  Auto  Theft  (BAT) 
_ Program 


Facts  you  should  know  about  BAT... 

BAT  is  an  auto-theft  prevention  program  that  alerts  the 
police  your  vehicle  is  normally  NOT  driven  between 
the  hours  of  1:00  a.m.  and  5:00  a.m.  A  BAT  decal 
displayed  in  the  lower  corner  of  the  rear  windshield 
authorizes  law  enforcement  officers  to  stop  and  question 
the  driver  of  your  car  when  it  is  seen  out  between  1-5 
a.m.  Questions  and  requests  for  registration  information 
on  the  BAT  program  should  be  directed  to  the  Illinois 
Secretary  of  State  Police  at  (800)  608-056 1 . 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ON 
AUTO  THEFT  CONTACT: 

Illinois  State  Police 
Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

Intelligence  Clearinghouse  . (217)  782-7915 

Illinois  Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

Prevention  Council . (312)  793-8550 

National  Insurance  Crime  Bureau  .  .  .  (708)  430-2430 

To  schedule  a  Traffic  Safety  or  Auto  Theft  Prevention 
Program  for  your  organization  please  contact  the  Safety 
Education  office  at  (2 1 7)524-2525  or  your  Illinois  State 
Police  District  Headquarters. 
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